


 

March, 2009 results from 
CT SkillsUSA competition, 
held at Vinal.   
http://www.cttech.org/
skillsusavica/index.htm 

Our CT Champions will be 
competing at the National 
Competition June 23-28 
in Kansas City, Missouri. 
Good luck to all of our 
students participating! 

October, 2008—
SkillsUSA Chapters Par-
ticipate in Community 
Service Activities as part 
of Statesmen Conference 
Abbott Tech Students 
Clean up Campus  
 
O’Brien Tech Student Do 
Conservation Work 

Vinal Tech Library Media 
Specialist Gail Sullivan 
Collaborates with Instruc-
tors  - Check out the Im-
pressive List of Lessons 
Developed that Ms. Sulli-
van has created with 
academic instructors at 
Vinal Tech 
http://www.cttech.org/
VINAL/lmc/library.htm 

Library-Media 
Cheney Tech’s library-
media center joined the 
American Solar Energy 
Society.  (See more de-
tails.) 
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The Connecticut Burns Care 
Foundation brought Mr. John 
Westhaver to speak to the 
junior and senior classes at 
Wright Tech about the impor-
tance of making “smart 
choices” for teens. http://
www.cttech.org/wright/main-
news/Guest%20Speaker/
GuestSpeaker.htm 

 

Representatives from The Paul 
and Lisa Program spoke at 
Norwich Tech about internet 
safety  (See more details.) 
 
Senior Mentors Create a Mem-
ory from Freshmen Year 
http://www.cttech.org/
WINDHAM/main-news/Senior-
Mentors/
Seniormentorsrecreateamem-
oryfromfreshmanyear..htm 
 
 

Support Services 
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CTHSS Teachers of the 
Year 
(See List of Teachers of the 
Year from each school).  
 
Click here for the CTHSS 
Teacher of the Year! 

CTHSS is the recipient of the 
University of Kansas Strate-
gic Instruction Model (SIM) 
Impact Award http://
www.cttech.org/central/
main-news/Instruction-
Award/index.htm 

Connecticut Association of 
Athletic Director’s Awards 
presented to three CTHSS 
staff. (See More Details and 
photo) 

 

CTHSS Biggest Loser Competi-
tions: Prince Tech  http://
www.cttech.org/PRINCE/
main-news/Biggest%20Loser/
index.htm & Abbott Tech  
http://www.cttech.org/
ABBOTT/latest-news/biggest-
losers/ATBL.htm   & Central 
Office staff in Middletown  
See More Details. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wilcox Tech staff & students 
volunteer at Middle School 
Unified Sports Basketball 
Tournament 
http://www.cttech.org/
central/main-news/Wilcox-
unified-school-tournament/
index.htm 
 
 
 

Coach Rich Zadroga, Wind-
ham Tech,  has been named 
the Connecticut High School 
Coaches Association Boys 
Track Coach of the Year  
(See More Details and Photo). 
 
Kaynor Tech Teacher Named 
Citizen of the Year 
http://www.cttech.org/
KAYNOR/latest-news/
Teacher-Honored/

Staff 

 
Veronica López, a senior 
at Prince Tech, wins Miss 
Puerto Rico of Hartford 
pageant. 
http://www.courant.com/
news/local/hc-i-am-
raycraft-
0504.artmay04,0,74184
08.story 
 

Prince Tech Receives Ea-
gle Scout Award 
See More Details and a 
Photo. 
 

Outstanding Young 
Women’s Breakfast 
http://www.cttech.org/PR
INCE/main-
news/Outstanding_Young
_Women_Breakfast/inde
x.htm 

 
Ashley Marshall, a graphics 
student at Wolcott Tech, has 
been working part-time at 
Altek Electronics  

http://www.cttech.org/wolc
ott/Technologies/school-
business-
partner-
ships/wbl/news/wbl/altek-
1-09/index.htm 
 

Wolcott – Melissa Pfeffer – 
Referee of the Year by Tor-
rington Youth Soccer 
http://www.cttech.org/WO
LCOTT/main-news/Youth-
Soccer-Award/index.htm 

Kaynor Tech Elected NHS 
State Officer 
http://www.cttech.org/KAY
NOR/student/nhs/State-
Office/index.htm 

Student Achievements 
 
CAS Arts Awards for per-
forming and visual arts.  
CAS  Annual CT High 
school Outstanding Arts 
Awards banquet.  Abbot, 
Grasso, Whitney, Good-
win, and Windham stu-
dents were honored.  
http://www.cttech.org/ce
ntral/main-news/Art-
Awards/index.htm 
 

Rodney Sutherland, 
(Cheney Tech) and Lauren 
Bradley (Vinal Tech)  
have been chosen as 
Governor’s Scholar   
http://www.cttech.org/ce
ntral/main-
news/governors-scholar-
09/index.htm 
 

Cheney Tech Robotics 
Team Competes in NY 
See More Details. 
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ART - Goodwin & Grasso 
art students go to Paris. 
http://www.cttech.org/
central/main-news/Paris-
Trip/index.htm 

MUSIC - Two Grasso  
students have been se-
lected to perform in the 
Connecticut Music Educa-
tors Association Southern 
Regional Festival  http://
www.cttech.org/
GRASSO/academics/
Music/
CMEAMusicFestival/
CMEAMusicFestival.htm 

ENGLISH - Abbott Tech 
English class turns back 
the clock to the 60’s to 
celebrate National Poetry 
Month. http://
www.cttech.org/ABBOTT/
latest-news/Coffee-
House/index.htm 

MATH -Cheney Tech’s 
Financial Reality Fair 
Helps Tech Students Pre-
pare for the Real World  
http://www.cttech.org/
central/main-news/
Cheney-Reality-Fair/
Index.htm 

SOCIAL STUDIES – Nor-
wich Tech students out-
smart Wall Street in the 
statewide Stock Market 
Game. http://
www.norwichbulletin.com/
news/x340405735/
Norwich-Tech-students-
outsmart-Wall-Street 

SCIENCE – Norwich Tech 
physics students partici-
pated in an “Egg-citing” 
Project 
http://www.cttech.org/
norwich/
main_page_news/Egg-
Drop/EggDrop2009.htm 

 

Bullard Tech carpentry students working on a home reno-
vation in Trumbull  
 http://www.cttech.org/bullard-
ha-
vens/Technologies/carpentry/news/Trumbull/index.htm 

Vinal Tech HVAC Students Attend Trade Conference 
http://www.cttech.org/VINAL/technologies/hvac/news/
PA-Trip/index.htm 

 

 

O’Brien Tech students 
bring 21st century plumb-
ing to Colonial home in 
Oxford  

http://www.cttech.org/ce
ntral/main-news/O'Brien-
Colonial-Home-
Oxford/index.htm  

 

Academic  

Construction Trades 

Information Systems Technology  held offsite NOCTI test-
ing at the Connecticut Air National Guard Air Force Base 
(See More Details and a photo.) 

 

Computer Technology 
 

Prince Tech Information 
Systems Technology (IST) 
student is chosen to re-
ceive the Society for In-
formation Management 
(SIM) scholarship. 

http://www.cttech.org/PR
INCE/Technologies/comp
uter/news/Scholarship/in
dex.htm  
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Bullard’s Early Care  and 
Education program – 
update  

Bullard Tech’s Early Care 
and Education students have 
been volunteering as home-
work helpers and mentors at 
a local elementary 
school. They will also be 
partnering with a commu-
nity day care center next 
year that will be providing  
support for the  students in 
their on site lab school.  This 
will be in addition to  the 
current student internship 
program through WBL. 
 

Whitney Tech’s health 
technologies program –
Growth over the last 4 
year  

Health Technologies at Eli 
Whitney started four years 
ago with just a few students, 
two teachers, and two hospi-
tal beds. Equipment was 
scarce when the shop first 
opened. Over the course of 
three years, more hospital 
beds, computers, digital 
equipment such as ther-
mometers, blood pressure 
cuffs, and teaching stetho-
scopes have been added. 
By the time the third year 
came around, the shop grew 
to 18 students in the fresh-

men class, 18 sophomores, 
11 juniors, and 12 seniors. 
The first graduating class 
was in 2008. In 2009, the 
shop grew to two rooms, 
with the upper classmen in 
one room, and freshmen 
and sophomores in the other 
while helping others. 
 
See More Details. 
 
Go to the Whitney Tech 
Health Tech Webpage to 
see more stories about this 
program. 
  
 

 

http://www.cttech.org/W
OLCOTT/Technologies/m
anufacturing/News/New-
Manufactur-
ing_Certification/index.ht
m 

 

 
 

 

 

Wolcott tech staff met 
with representatives of 
the manufacturing indus-
try to explain that NIMS – 
the National Institute for 
Metal-working skills will 
be replacing NOCTI as 
the assessment for stu-
dents.  See full story at: 

 

Cheney tech welding stu-
dents make history at 
competition 

http://www.cttech.org/ce
ntral/main-news/cheney-
mechanical-
notch/index.htm  

Health Technology 

Manufacturing 

Prince Tech’s culinary stu-
dent completes in Johnson 
& Wales University Na-
tional recipe Contest 
http://www.cttech.org/ce
ntral/main-news/prince-
johnson-wales-
09/index.htm 

Whitney Tech’s culinary 
students participate in 
Chocolate Lovers Expo 
http://www.cttech.org/W
HITNEY/Technologies/culi
nary/news/Chocolate%2

Hospitality 
Shop at Norwich Tech’s 
Emporium 
http://www.cttech.org/no
rwich/technologies/retail-
manage-
ment/emporium/The%20
Emporium/index.html 
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http://www.cttech.org/central/magazine/June-2009/Articles/Whitney-health technologies.pdf


Ellis Tech Auto Tech stu-
dents refurbish car for a 
soldier serving in Afghani-
stan 
http://www.nbcconnecticu
t.com/news/local/Class-
Project-with-Meaning.html 

Vinal Tech Auto Tech stu-
dents place 9th in the Na-
tional Automotive Compe-
tition in NYC 

http://www.courant.com/
community/hc-community-
articlere-
sults,0,5942637,results.fo
rmprofile?Query=12139
HC 

 

Windham Tech Auto Pro-
gram Wins 2009 State 
Ford/AAA Finals 
http://www.cttech.org/ce
ntral/main-news/auto-
competition-09/index.htm 

See Story Featured on 
WFSB Channel 3 Web-
site.  

Transportation 

Congratulations to the Following 
Tech Teams that won Conference 
Championships this Year: 
 
Fall 
Platt Tech—Boys Soccer 
Grasso Tech—Girls Volleyball 
Cheney Tech—Football 
 
Winter 
Abbott Tech—Boys Basketball 
Prince Tech—Boys Indoor Track 
Grassso Tech—Riflery 
Cheney Tech—Wrestling 
 
Spring 
Wilcox Tech—Baseball 
Norwich Tech—Golf 
Platt Tech—Softball 
Wilcox Tech—Boys Tennis 
Wilcox Tech—Girls Tennis 
Prince Tech—Boys Outdoor Track 
 
See More Details and Photos on 
the Constitution State Conference 
Website. 
 

Athletics 
 

 
CIAC State Tournament High-
lights 
Abbott Tech’s Boys Basketball 
team and Wilcox Tech’s Base-
ball Team advanced all the way 
to the Quarter Finals in the State 
Tournaments. Congratulations to 
the these two teams for their 
amazing feat. 

Prince Tech Track Relay Team 
are New England Champions 
http://www.cttech.org/central/
main-news/Prince-NE-Track-
Champions/index.htm 

Wolcott – Wolcott Wildcats, 
girls basketball team, ends 265 
game losing streak 
http://www.nbcconnecticut.com/
sports/basketball/Wolcott_Tech
_Gets_Monkey_Off_Their_Back
_Hartford.html 
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Alumni Web Pages 
Bringing Grads To-
gether 
Many of the Alumni 
News pages on the 
School Websites have 
become places where 
grads can post info 
about how they are 
doing and upcoming 
Reunions. Here are 
few samples: 

O’Brien Tech 
Norwich Tech 

 

 

Ana Gonzalez-Batista, 
a 1979 Vinal Tech 
graduate, is an ac-
complished TESOL 
teacher for the 
Bridgeport Public 
Schools. (See More 
Details.) 

Many Cheney Tech 
Grads Working at 
Local Manufacturing 
Firm 
http://www.cttech.org
/CHENEY/technologie
s/school-business-
partnerships/ABA-
PGT/index.html 

 

 

Basilie (B.J.) J. 
Carneiro, a 1982 
Prince Tech graduate 
in drafting technology, 
has designed and in-
vented a machine for 
explosives. (See More 
Details and Photos.) 

Chris Desaulniers, a 
1993 Norwich tech 
graduate, aids in res-
cue of captain held 
hostage by Somali 
pirates. 
http://www.wtnh.com
/dpp/news/news_wtn
h_norwich_native_pira
te_200904162310 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 
AT WWW.CTTECH.ORG! 

Alumni 

CTHSS Teacher of the Year Announced 

Isabel Barnett, a Social Studies Instructor at Abbott Technical 
High School of Danbury, has been named the Teacher of the 
Year for the Connecticut Technical High School System 
(CTHSS). 
 
Barnett has been teaching for the CTHSS since 1970 and has 
been very committed to making our instructional staff the best 
it can be. She is highly involved in the BEST program which 
helps new instructors in their first years of teaching. She is a 
Social Studies Steering Committee member, has been on the 
Superintendent's Advisory Committee, and is a Teacher Sen-
ate member.  She has also been a curriculum writer for Eco-
nomics and Civics. Ms. Barnett says that she does all of this 
because she deeply cares for all of her students.  
 
Barnett will represent the Connecticut Technical High School 
System in the annual Connecticut Teacher of the Year compe-
tition. Congratulations, Ms. Barnett! 
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